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The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1. (Currently Amended) A compound of formula (I), or an enantiomer or diastereoisomer 



wherein Ar represents an optionally substituted p heny l optionally substituted by at least one 
substituent selected from (Ci-COalkvl. rCi-C^^alkoxv. hydroxy. hvdroxvrCi-C3)alkvl. 
mercapto. mercapto(Ci-COalkyl. ('Ci-C^)alkylthio. halo, trifluoromethyl. trifluoromethoxy. 
nitro. nitrile (-CN). -COOH. -COOR^^. -C0R^.-S09R'^. -CONH7. -S07NH9. -CONHR^. - 
S07NHR^. -CONR'^R". -S02NR^R^. -NH9. -NHR^. -NR^R". -OCONH9. -OCONHR'^ . - 
OCONR^R". -NHCOR^. -NHCOOR^. -NR"C00R^. -NHS090R^. -NR"S090R^. - 
NHCONH9. -NR^CONH?. -NHCONHR^. -NR^CONHR". NHCONR-^R". or - 
NR''CONR''r" wherein R'^ and R*^ are independently Ci -C ^ alkyl. phenyl or a 5- or 6- 
mem bcrcd raooocyciic arvi or heteroary^l ring; 

R represents hydrogen or Ci-Ce alkyl, or Cs-Ce cycloalkyl; 

Alk represents a divalent C1-C5 alkylene or C2-C5 alkenylene radical; and 

Ri and R2 taken together with the nitrogen atom to which they are attached form a piperazinyl 
ring optionally substituted by at least one group of formula (II): 





^CONHOH 



(0 



2 



Attorney Docket No. 010180.00049 



wherein m, p and n are independently 0 or 1; 

Z represents, hydrogen, or an optionally substituted carbocyclic or heterocyclic ring of from 5 
to 7 ring atoms which is optionally fused to another optionally substituted carbocyclic or 
heterocyclic ring of from 5 to 7 ring atoms; 

AUc^ and AUc^ independently represent optionally substituted divalent C1-C3 alkylene radicals; 

X represents -0-, -S-, -S(0)-, -8(02)-, -C(=0)-, -NH-, -NR3-, 

-S(02)NH-, -S(02)NR3-, -NHS(02)-, or -NR3S(02)-, where R3 is C1-C3 alkvl: and 

wherein, except for Ar defined above, optionally substituted means at least one substitiient 
selected from (CV C( ^)alkyi. ('Q -Cf ;)a]koxy, hydroxy. liydroxy(Q -C6 )alkyl. mercapto. 
mercapto(Ci -Crt )alkyl, (G -Cfi )alk3^^U iiitrile 
(~CKl 0x0, phenyl, -CQOH, -COOR-\ -CQR^"', -SO ^ R^; -CONH?. -SO 7 NH 7 . -CONHR^-; - 
S09NHR^-. -CONR'R". -SO^NR'^ r", -NH9, -NHR^\ -NR^ R'\ -OCONl-L. -OCONHR^. - 
OCONR^'r". -NHCOR^'. -NHCOOR'"-. -NR"C00R^"-. -NHSOpOR^'. -NR"S020R'-"i - 
NHCO NH,. -NR; CONH.. -NHC ONHR". -NR^'CONHR". -NHCONR^'R" or- 
NR*^^ CONR^'R" wherein R' and R" are independently a CCj-Cfi^alkyl or phenyl group . 

2. (Original) A compound as claimed in claim 1 wherein R is hydrogen. 

3. (Original) A compound as claimed in claim 1 wherein R is methyl. 

4. (Original) A compound as claimed in claim 1 wherein R is ethyl, n-propyl, isopropyl, n-, 
sec- or tert-butyl, cyclopropyl, or cyclopentyl. 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Currently Amended) A compound as claimed in claim ^J_wherein the phenyl ring is 
substituted in the 4- position. 
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7. (Canceled) 

8. (Previously Presented) A compound as claimed in Claim 1 wherein optional substituents 
iii-Ar is substituted by at least one g fe-selected from methoxy, ethoxy, trifluoromethoxy, 
methyl, ethyl, trifluoromethyl, hydroxyl, mercapto, fluoro, chloro, and bromo. 

9. (Original) A compound as claimed in claim 1 wherein Ar is 4-(CiC3alkoxy)phenyl. 

10. (Previously Presented) A compound as claimed in claim 1 wherein Ar is 4- 
ethoxyphenyl. 

11. (Previously Presented) A compound as claimed in Claim 1 wherein Alk is -CH2-, - 
CH2CH2-, -CH2CH(CH3)-, -CH2CH2CH2-, -CH2CH2CH2CH2-, -CH=CH-, -CH2CH=CH-, - 
CH2CH=CHCH2-, or -CH=CHCH=CH-. 

12. (Canceled) 

13. (Canceled) 

14. (Previously Presented) A compound as claimed in Claim 1 wherein in the group (II), 
when present, p is 0, Z is hydrogen and at least one of n and m is 1. 

15. (Previously Presented) A compound as claimed in Claim 1 wherein in the group (II), 
when present, m, n and p are all 0 and Z is a carbocyclic or heterocyclic ring directly linked 
to a ring carbon or ring nitrogen of the -NR1R2 group. 

16. (Previously Presented) A compound as claimed in Claim 1 wherein in the group (II), 
when present, p is 0, at least one of m and n is 1, and Z is a carbocyclic or heterocyclic ring 
linked to a ring carbon or ring nitrogen of the -NR1R2 group via a Ci-Ce alkylene linker 
between Z and the -NR1R2 ring. 
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17. (Previously Presented) A compound as claimed in Claim 1 wherein in the group (II), 
when present, p is 1. 

18. (Currently Amended) A compound as claimed in claim 1 of formula (IB) or (IC) or an 
enantiomer or diastereoisomer thereof, or a sal t; hydrate or solvate thereof: 




wherein R is hydrogen or methoxy, R3 is trifluoromethyl, trifluoromethoxy C1-C3 alkoxy, 
hydroxy, or halo; R4 is (i) -SO2R5 or -COR5 wherein R5 is Ci-Ce alkyl or phenyl or 
monocycUc heteroaryl having 5 or 6 ring atoms, optionally substituted by (Ci-C3)alkyl, (Ci- 
C3)alkoxy, hydroxy, hydroxy(Ci-C3)alkyl, mercapto, mercapto(Ci-C3)alkyl, (Ci-C3)alkylthio, 
halo, trifluoromethyl, trifluoromethoxy or (ii) phenyl or monocyclic heteroaryl having 5 or 6 
ring atoms; optionally substituted by (Ci-C3)alkyl, (Ci-C3)alkoxy, hydroxy, hydroxy(Ci- 
C3)alkyl, mercapto, mercapto(Ci-C3)alkyl, (Ci-C3)alkylthio, halo, trifluoromethyl, 
trifluoromethoxy. 

19. (Original) A compotind as claimed in claim 18 wherein a heteroaryl ring forming part of 
R4 is pyridyl, pyrimidinyl, triazinyl, thienyl, or furanyl. 

20. (Previously Presented) A compound as claimed in Claim 1 having the stereochemical 
configuration shown in formula (LA): 
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Ar-(AJk)* 




•OONHOH 



(iA) 



21. (Currently Amended) A compound as claimed in claim 1, which is selected from the 
group consisting of: 

6-(4-ethoxy-phenyl)-2S-hydroxy-3R-[4-(3-methoxy-phenyl)-piperazine-l-carbonyl]- 
hexanoic acid hydroxyamide; 

6-(4-ethoxy-phenyl)-2S-hydroxy-3R-[4-(4-methoxy-phenyl)-piperazine-l-carbonyl]- 
hexanoic acid hydroxyamide; 

6-(4-ethoxy-phenyl)-2S-hydroxy-3R-(4-pyridin-2-yl-piperazine- 1 -carbonyl)hexanoic acid 
hydroxyamide; 

6-(4-ethoxy-phenyl)-2S-hydroxy-3R-(4-pyridin-4-yl-piperazine-l-carbonyl)- 
hexanoic acid hydroxyamide; 

3 R-(4-benzo [1,3] dioxol-5 -ylmethyl-piperazine- 1 -carbonyl)-6-(4-ethoxyphenyl)-2 S-hydroxy- 
hexanoic acid hydroxyamide; 

6-(4-ethoxy-phenyl)-2S-hydroxy-3R-(4-pyridin-4-ylmethyl-piperazine-l-carbonyl)-hexanoic 
acid hydroxyamide; 

6-(4-ethoxy-phenyl)-2S-hydroxy-3R-(4-benzylpiperazine-l-carbonyl)-hexanoic acid 
hydroxyamide; 
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6-(4-ethoxy-phenyl)-2S-hydroxy-3R-(4-pyrimidin-2-yl-piperazine-l-carbonyl)-hexanoic acid 
hydroxyamide; 

6-(4-ethoxy-phenyl)-2S-hydroxy-3R-[4-(4-trifluoromethyl-pyrimidin-2-yl)-piperazine-l- 
carbonylj-hexanoic acid liydroxyamide; 

6-(4-ethoxy-phenyl)-2S-hydroxy-3R-[4-(4-chloro-pyrimidin-2-yl)-piperazine-l-carbonyl]- 
hexanoic acid hydroxyamide; 

3R-[4-( 4,6-dimethoxy-[ 1 ,3 ,5]triazin-2-yl)-piperazine- 1 -carbonyl]-6-(4-ethoxyphenyl)-2S- 
hydroxy-hexanoic acid hydroxyamide; 

6-(4-ethoxy-phenyl)-2S-hydroxy-3R-[4-(3-trifluoromethyl-phenyl)-piperazine-l-carbonyl]- 
hexanoic acid hydroxyamide; 

6-(4-ethoxy-phenyl)-2S-hydroxy-3R-[4-(2-fluoro-phenyl)-piperazine-l-carbonyl]-hexanoic 
acid hydroxyamide; 

3R-(4-bcnzyl-3RS-methyl-piperazine-l-carbonyl)-6-(4-e1hoxy-phenyl)-2S hydroxy-hexanoic 
acid hydroxyamide; 

3R-(3S-4-dibenzyl-piperazine-l-carbonyl)-6-(4-ethoxy-phenyl)-2S-hydroxyhexanoic acid 
hydroxyamide; 

3R-(4-benzyl-3RS-phenyl-piperazine-l-carbonyl)-6-(4-ethoxy-phenyl)-2S-hydroxy-hexanoic 
acid hydroxyamide; 

4-(4-benzo[l, 3]dioxol-5-ylmethyl-piperazin-l-yl)-2S, N-dihydroxy-4-oxo-3R-(4- 
trifluoromethoxy-benzyl)-butyramide; 

4-(4-benzo[l, 3]dioxol-5-ylmethyl-piperazin-l-yl)-3R-( 4-benzyloxy-benzyl)2S, 
N-dihydroxy-4-oxo-butyramide; 
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6-(3, 5-bis-trifluoromethyl-phenyl)-2S-hydroxy-3R-(4-pyridin-2-yl-piperazine-l-carbonyl)- 
hexanoic acid hydroxyamide; 

3 R-(2 S-benzyl-4-methyl-piperazine- 1 -carbonyl)-6-(4-ethoxy-phenyJ)-2Shydroxy-hexanoic 
acid hydroxyamide; 

6-(4-ethoxy-phenyl)-2S-hydroxy-3R-[4-(4-trifluoromethoxy-benzenesulfonyl)piperazine-l- 
carbonylj-hexanoic acid hydroxyamide; 

6-(4-ethoxy-phenyl)-2S-hydroxy-3 R- [4-(toluene-4-sulfonyl)-piperazine- 1 -carbonyl] - 
hexanoic acid hydroxyamide; 

3 R- [4-(5 -bromo-thiophene-2-sulfonyl)-piperazine- 1 -carbonyl] -6-(4-ethoxypheny l)-2 S- 
hydroxy-hexanoic acid hydroxyamide; 

3R-[4-(5-bcnzenesulfonyl-thiophene-2-sulfonyl)-piperazine-l-carbonyl]-6-(4-ethoxy- 
phenyl)-2S-hydroxy-hexanoic acid hydroxyamide; 

3R-[4-(4-butoxy-benzenesulfonyl)-piperazine-l-carbonyl]-6-(4-ethoxy-phenyl)2S-hydroxy- 
hexanoic acid hydroxyamide; 

6-(4-ethoxy-phenyl)-2S-hydroxy-3R-[4-(4-me1hoxy-2,3, 6-trimethylbenzenesulfonyl)- 
piperazine-1 -carbonyl] -hexanoic acid hydroxyamide; 

3 R- [4-(3 ,4-dimethoxy-benzenesulfonyl)-piperazine- 1 -carbonyl]-6-( 4-e1hoxyphenyl)-2S- 

hydroxy -hexanoic acid hydroxyamide; 

6-(4-methoxy-phenyl)-2S-hydroxy-3R-[4-(2-fluoro-phenyl)-piperazine-lcarbonyl]-hexanoic 
acid hydroxyamide; 



6-(4-methoxy-phenyl)-2S-hydroxy-3R-(4-pyridin-2-yl-piperazine- 1 -carbonyl)-hexanoic acid 
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hydroxyamide; 

6-(4-fluoro-phenyl)-3R-[4-(2-fluoro-phenyl)-piperazine-l-carbonyl]-2S-hydroxy-hexanoic 
acid hydroxyamide; 

6-(4-fluoro-phenyl)-2S-hydroxy-3R-(4-pyridin-2-yl-piperazine- 1 -carbonyl)-hexanoic acid 
hydroxyamide; 

3R-(4-benzyl-2S-methyl-piperazine-l-carbonyl)-6-(4-e1hoxy-phenyl)-2S-hydroxy-hexanoic 
acid hydroxyamide; 

3R-(4-benzyl-2S-methyl-piperazine-l-carbonyl)-6-(4-methoxy-phenyl)-2S-hydroxy-hexanoic 
acid hydroxyamide; 

3R-(4-benzyl-2S-i-butyl-piperazine-l-carbonyl)-6-(4-methoxy-phenyl)-2S-hydroxy-hexanoic 
acid hydroxyamide; 

3 R-(4-benzyl-2S-methyl-piperazine- 1 -carbonyl)-6-(4-fluoro-phenyl)-2S-hydroxy-hexanoic 
acid hydroxyamide; 

3R-(4-benzyl-2S-i-butyl-piperazine-l-carbonyl)-6-(4-fluoro-phenyl)-2S-hydroxy-hexanoic 
acid hydroxyamide; 

4-[5-(4-ethoxy-phenyl)-2R-(lS-hydroxy-hydroxycarbamoyl-methyl)-pentanoyl]-2S-methyl- 
piperazine-l-carboxylic acid tert-butyl ester; 

4-[5-(4-ethoxy-phenyl)-2R-( lS-hydroxy-hydroxycarbamoyl-methyl)-pentanoyl]-2S-i-butyl- 
piperazine-l-carboxylic acid tert-butyl ester; 

4-[5-(4-methoxy-phenyl)-2R-(lS-hydroxy-hydroxycarbamoyl-methyl)-pentanoyl]-2S- 
methyl-piperazine-l-carboxylic acid tert-butyl ester; 
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4-[5-(4-methoxy-phenyl)-2R-(lS-hydroxy-hydroxycarbamoyl-methyl)-pentanoyl]-2S-i-butyl- 
piperazine-l-carboxylic acid tert-butyl ester; 

4-[5-(4-fluoro-phenyl)-2R-(lS-hydroxy-hydroxycarbamoyl-methyl)-pentanoyl]-2S-methyl- 
piperazine-l-carboxylic acid tert-butyl ester;T 

4-[5-(4-fluoro-phenyl)-2R-(lS-hydroxy-hydroxycarbamoyl-methyl)-pentanoyl]-2S-i-butyl- 
piperazine-l-carboxylic acid tert-butyl ester; and 

6-(4-ethoxy-phenyl)-2S-methoxy-3R-[4-(2-fluoro-phenyl)-piperazine-lcarbonyl]-hexanoic 
acid hydroxyamide. 

22. (Previously Presented) A pharmaceutical composition comprising a compound as 
claimed in Claim 1, together with a pharmaceutical^ acceptable carrier. 

23. (Canceled) 

24. (Currently Amended) A method of treatment er ■ pgopbyk ? ^ t s - of arthritis in mammals, 
which method comprises administering to the mammal an effective amount of a compound as 
claimed in Claim 1. 

25. (Canceled) 

26. (Previously Presented) A method as claimed in claim 24 wherein the arthritis is selected 
from rheumatoid arthritis, septic arthritis, osteoarthritis, or psoriatic arthritis;. 

Claims 27-30 (Canceled) 
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